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A RSTOilT ON T„i:, SirJA'I'IOK’ CT rJiTUCSSS I?? P..<Fa/TJl?t 

It.e follov’inn report »a: dates an earlier paper on the' sane subject dated 
26 ilay X976 (^?S I03/7t) and nives a survey of violence directed against the 
cost vulnerable sector in IVr^^sntina today -• tne refugees. 

I. cituaticn before the p;ilitar-/ coup of 24 'torch 1976 

Until recently, Argentina has been a country traditionally renowned for its . 
hospitality and open-nesc in receiving the persecuted and oppreossd fr^ many 
lands. It ic a country itself forcad by insigtar.ts and refugees. Huring the 
latter part of the nineteenth century and the early y-art of the twentieth 
century* hundreds of thousands of ihirooean refugees were received in Argentina. 

?or cenerations, Argentina has received the opprestad froc neigJibouring countries 
and after 1973 (the date of tlie military coup in f.hile and t-he nilitary putsch 
in Uruguay), it bucace the only country in the southern cone of Latin ijnerica 
to vjhich exiles could go and receive soae .T.easure of protection. The population 
of political exiles relates directly to the erosion of cenocratic governments 
in the aoutharn cone of Latin ;r.erica. In general, that jopulation consists 
of people with leftwing views, who are in opposition to tije right-wing governments 
of Chile, Uruguay,. Bolivia, Jaraguay and Bratll. 

Parac'uay “ many Paraguayans* iiave Lesn forced to leave their country since 
General Stroessner caine to pover in l954. ‘ 

Brazil - similarly, many Brazilians have settled Ir. ..Argentina since the coup 
of I2&4, \?nich overthrew the dcs^ctatically elected governnent of Joao Goulart. • — 
«»ny Brazilians .ire novr refugsAS for the third time, having previously sought 
asylum in Uruguay in the sixties and in Ciiile under the raiuncle governiiont. 

iiOUv la - many Bolivians entered Ai-gentina after the military coup of August 
3D7J which hrounht President r^anzer to power and overti*.tev; the progressive 
governnont of Juan J. Torres. ' ' 

Uruguay - Thousands of Uruguayans have fled the country sipce the abolition 
of alicivil institutions in their country in Juns J073, which was formerly 
one of Latin .America's oldest denocracies. The abolition of Uruguayan democracy 
led to the creation of one of latin luneri.ca's most re^-rcssivc reg.'.iaes run by a 
civilian president and the armed forces. 

Chile - since the coup, thousands of Chilean.^ have crossed the border into. 

Argc-.ntina as a result of thr political and economic repression. Many of these 
have entered the country illegally. 

Anproj.-imatfcly 12,000 Iiolivicns, Brazilians and Uruguayenc had sought political 
asylum in Chile under tJie Prei and Alienee TovernLsents. .'ill left Chile after 
the couii ot SeytQct/er li73 er.d the greet i,!ejority were resettled in Mgentir.a 
while the remainder ceE.w to lurcc.„, notably Sweden and Trane:;. 

BUG to thfc fact that rany rifugues have vr.tareO fuw country illogally and 
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ars not rt-oisterc-d , it i:'. not possiI-l< to rive an accurate finurc of the 
murij«jr of l^atin Anierican oxi:.»*s cur.rently rosident in Arrcntina. it has been 
suggested tl.at the fxTur'-! is about 100,000, although this estimate may be 
conservative. 

.'if ter £}io death of Poro;:, political exiles were made to feel increasingly 
unwelcome in Arrcntina. Irurinr .the ^arcsiduncy of, Isabel Peron, major 
governnent decisions were in large rart n>ad-i by her forcsjpst aide end 
confidante, tJjc then Jiinister cf Txicial Uelfare, Jose Z^p*iz Soga. itightv^ing 
assassination squads (notoriously the ~ ^'Argentinian Anti-Coamunist Alliance) 
began to operat-x with compluta impunity end often one of the major targets 
for thoir activitier v;as tljt comunity. (It was later alleged that toper Rega 
had himself created the assassination squads. They had apparently been 
financed and tJicir actions coordinated from ehe Ministry of Social Welfare.) 

Just as occurred in Chile after the September coup, fThe refugee sector of the 
population bcceoe increasiiigly subject to persecution, torture and assassination 
because, in tlie eyes of the security forces, exiles were seen as potential 
subversive elemen ts^ Some of the exiles had been politically active in their 
countries- others had been persecuted simply because they were relatives of , 

alleged subversives, intellectuals or officials of a former government or • • ; 

soiretices for no apparent reason whatsoever. . • 

.During XS74/S, refugees in Argentina faced problems ranrfing from 
malnutrition to frequent arrestr and disappearancos. Thuy viere not only 
constantly liarassod by .’Argentinian rig)itwing’ para-military cquads, but V'/ere 
also persecuted and tortured in Argentinian ^lice stations' by security agents 
from their ov;n coxintrius. There Is uvldencs to show collaboration between * 

tlie Argentinian political police and their counterparts in neighbouring cou^rles... 

The issue cf this collaboration and t!\at .of the virtually unchecked . 
activities of parc-i&llitary groups wa:> brought up in parliament several times, 
but despite this and the numerous appeals from international organisations, *’ — • 

the government' never took adcquat«s steps to control the situation. (Violence 
is committed by both left and rightwing greups. l.’ov^evar, authorities have 
launched an all-out attack on Isftwlng violent op^^sitlon, w'nj.le na'king no 
apparent atto.T'XJt to bring to justice perpetrations of rightwing violence.) 

Some particularly violent incidents includ;:tj_ tha kidnapping of five yn««juavnns 
whose bullst-riddlcd ^.odies weru later found in Uruguay (I97<1)= the assassination 
in Buenos .liras of Chilean Caasral Carlos rmts and his x^ife (1974): the 
repatriation of Chileans Jorgv I'uei.tas Cay 1&7S) and Milliaci ceausira 
(November 1974), both believed to be- held as secret prisoners in Q\il0i the 
arrest in Arovsntint and sui.-aequent repatriation, by rareguayan agents, of 
Paraguayan exile.5 7il.borto and Bienvenido Argucllo (h'overjbar 1975) ; eind 

the disaprtaranca of Eraxilian journalist Sidney ^lf.rques dos Santos, after 
arrest by military -a^rsonnol (I'cLruary 197S), Tim uiniCR offices in Buenos ‘ 

Aires have xc-;veatediy -stated that in the circumstances they are powerless to 
provide effective rrotcction to refugees. 

In Cctoi>?r 1975, tha International Corr:’isaion of Jurists .strongly 
criticized the standard of protection given to refugees in Couth smerica 
and said that ‘-thousands of refugees v.-ho i.?.d fled to v.rgentina from Chile, 

Uruguay and other countries •.;ere .profoundly demoraiizad and alarmed by the 
uncontrolled attacks made on th-xa, in particular by tr.c notori-aus the 
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up and released after a fev days, Dafor^ thviir release, soao of tlic reCu'i.ecs 
vero forced to ci<n docTOwnts clp.inin!' tJiey had cotsritted "traicor. a la 
y«atria " (treason to ti^io fathferland) . -licy v.'cre isoueu *-;ith expulsion orders, 

- In a raid on the l.ostci Jc ve C, Pos, also ij; ausnos Aires, I9 refiigcen, 
including two children uere detained and tortured. Socss were released after 
six days, others remained in Ccrdciya - a refugee center run by th« fuitea 

.liiXtipns.r .was, raided. This center la situated in the Carve de Mayo area of 
Cordoba near a rillitary ^jarracha where many •’•t the disappeared persons ere 
reported to be h«ld. —igVitcon recplc from this cent«=r wize charged with 
espionage in the oilitaig' region end served with ex-pulsion orders. 

- Siciilar raids were also carried out ir. four refugee hostels in Mendoza. 

- On II- June/ a group of -24 refugees of ChiletU'. and Uruguayan nationality 
were kidnapped frorj tv.-o ).otels in r.uonos hires. - Twe Chileans froo this 
group arrived in London in .nugust ihncer the Cricish gc\»ernrjerit ' s cchei-K! to 
provide. visas for ,75_rafug'jcs and their families at present .under threat 
in ;j:gentina. At a press confer-ence tivj.twc men, Carlos Ayala and Jese. .. 
Sepulveda, described thair abduction -vzhich v;as carried out by 40 heavily • 
arsied men claicinr tc he- police. As a result of int*:rnational pressure, the 
refugees were released, but not before they had bocn ba.*iten up and 

■ subjected to electric shock treat-me-nt. !T;ic following is an extract from the 
testimony thuy gave; 

*‘He were continuously beaten after they took us frorti the hotel. VTe 
were kept blindfolded tli thf tice and otrippad of our clcthe^'.' ivoryone 
was screaming in agony.” ... 

Both Jose Sepulveda and Carlos .'yaln had fled to Ar»/entinft after tlie . 

. SepterJjar l973 esup in Chile. Jor-; Stpulvt-da had been detained fey the 
1 •Argentinian authorities on two occasions prior to the abduction at the refugee 
' hotel. The case histories of both those men are typical of tliose of 
thousands of refugees in Suencs Aires urgently needing to leave the country. 

3. The situation of , Uruguayans in :tr<T-inting 

Attached is a li4.U of Uru-juaynns known to have been hurdorod or to 
have disappeared stnea the .larch I97C esuo. 'rhis list urfiy not be con^lete 
but it indicates the scale of repression against the Uruguayan cocmur.ity in 
. Argentine, pecent information has estebli.'sho'd t.bet ther^ ara Uruguayan 
' security forces curroy:tly operating in the country*, with the tacit support of 
/ the 'argsntinian autfiorities. !celiabla scurcas have spokari of the existence 

I of the Plan I-orcuric v/hosc ebj active is to get rid of all Uruguayans of 

leftwing tandfcnci*e.5 living in Argentina^ There is a specially selected force 
•of I’ruguayoj) arra- werscnnel to direct tiie campaign, under tha direction of 
a Cvirtain Cclonul »'.aa.irez, x/ho according tr information froz; refugees, has 
recently arrived frbz: ti.G United htaces for tliis purpose. ;’ith his second 
An command, one Cjimpos Usruida, a CK-taber of the Orugur./an police force, he 
operates from private houses -.-ritheut a.iy >:ct Vieadv-uartors in .\rgantina. 

\ Tn.? particular targets for t!i--se sem-clandistinu activities are 

.-j Uruguayan trade ur.icnist-s in Arrt*ntina, who hav« .-.ccoiLnt..d far a relatively 
I high p<«rcuntcge cf the .*iidr:ap ar.c murder victims in the last fev/ months. 



aged 24, cothar of an iafeint, whose husoand is iinprisoned in Uru<juay, Sicardo, 

'Gil Iribams, 27-ysar old eccnouics teacher, zsarried with an infant and- Luis 
F. Ferreira, a IS-year old carpentar and fomar trade unionist. Officials 
disnied that th^- three viira ever arr^ssted. ■*' • '' . 

On 22 and 23 April, five. tortured and mutilated bodies, one of them a 
wont's, were wahsod oh, to the shore of tha river Plate, which divides Uruguay 
from Argentina. The i^uguayan' authorities claiced, that, thoy v;ere persons of • 

.*sian origin v/no vor’c* probably killed in a quarrel pn a. fi-^hing beat some' 2 o 
days earlier. Fowever, .rel.ntivcs clairri that they are._th 3 .five disappeared 
exiles • .*xy Cabrera, Eduardo Chiazsioa, Hide Aivares, ..licar.do Cil .and Luis 
Ferreira, Cne of then had apparently been identifiad, despite the advanced 
state of decoapositionef .tV.yr bodies (which may /account for tha official: 
statement tliat they Led .Asian 'features. } i'hc autherdties have, not given any . ’ 

to refute.-^ tho relatives' clair-. 

b) On IB J-lay/'ttTo former Uruguayan parliatiicntarirns, i.’unater Salmar ::ichclini , 

{known for his freou^nt denunciation of hiaaan rights violations in Uruguay} •, 
and'Kector Cutierrtiz Huit (fermar president of vruguayar. chirij-at of . - • • . 

representatives} ware nliducted. •hoy wore taken frem tnvir homes in central 
Luenos Aires wheru thc-y had )aajr. living ^uit-o opvnly, by a large group of 
axr.ad raen viho Identified ther.vulves as ;.-clice officers. 

On 22 May, tn^ir hullet-riuOsn ccdics worv found in an ^andoned car in 
a Lufenos Aires suburb, toguthar v’itly the torturud bodi.iS of t»?o otV.er ^ : 

Uruguayan o:;il«s, 'lilliarj Tlhitulnw Lihneo and his wifa Cristina .Darrudo, 'It.sy 
had been abductad by an ctmed group during the'nifht of 22 Way with their 
tliree infent children. lEig.'Wjours alerted l»y tne- noise of the kidnnyg-crs 
ransacking the nousa vitnossaci tha abduction. ^,logans wore written or. the 
walls, ii.dicntiijg that th-if groups were acting on -ithalf cf t/ie Uruguay.‘j^ security . 
forces. (At t;5w end of iwjy, ti.o t'r.rxri^ children were rystcriously duliverad 
to a hospital.) 

c) Cb 0 July, three Uruguayan refuctios verc a group -of 12 wj-.o v/ere 

abducted in liuenoi- Aires by a group of aisout 3b ar.2ad meri xj1/j hooded chc-tt, 
bundled thci into a car and took them to wiiat they believe tt'be a private 
house in tl»e coUTitrynidc. •'hoy were rel-iaswd ,on 23 July end have since been 
given asylum in rronce. 







of nGvornipents to datfc to appeal by 

Ir, a visit in July to th^ ^Netherlands, and the United linodom, the 
Argentinian Minister of Econocr/, Cr tCnxrtin:-.z co Eoz, laade explicit tlic 
predicauent of rcfugwcc in his country. Ha stated that his gevemnsnt i/as 
unable to provide protection fer the thousands of refugees in ^^geiitina and 
that ho was anxious that they should be laoved else;^herc as soon as possible. 

in June, 'the'Ulilcn node an ai^peal to gov&rni&ents to ^ive asylum to refugees 
in Argentina, they stated that out of a population of -20,000 political 
refugees from other countries in Latin Auarica, there' t/cre 2,0C0 cases wiioc 
they kne" to be in iDz&ediatc danger. 

To date, governi^ents have responded to this appeal in the follov/ing 

yiayst 


cotr/n^Y ‘ VISA quota 


Austria •••••*.• 250 ‘,- 

Canada 2OC0 

V ranee ic set quota but arc taking 

Individual cases. 

£>/eden .* 150 approximately 

Sv/ltzerland to set ruota but are taking 

individual cases. 

United 1'J.ngdon 75 


There is an urgent need for this quota to c-e increased end for governments 
w)jc have not yet cloclared a quota to take part in the refugee seijeoa* 
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7\3.artr.cd that the situation disclosed by such reports appears to reveal in 
particular that in 7j:rontina the life, liberty and nacurity of fugitives f rots 
other countries in the recion are tlureatened by groups over vhich the 
CJQvernci'^nt aeeca to have no control, 

I'teaffirning the importance of article 3 of the Universal Declaration of 
Hunan hights, which states that "everyone has the, right to life, liberty end . 
security of person", 

?.ecalli‘a 9 with rcsuect tne leading role traditionally played by Latin 
American countries in the f>rogrcssive develops:ont at the national and > . 

international levels of the highust standards for the protection of rauaan 
rights and fundamental freedoms, in particular the rale played by Latin 
rnerican countries in the developoent of the notion and practice of the right 
of asylum, 

1. gxnrcs&os the lippe that international standards on human rlohts will 
be respected for the b«incfit of all nov; deprived of their huc\an rights and 
fimdamental froodona- ' . 


2* r.pneals to Governments to offer resettlement, in confortrity with the •. 
call icade on 22 C?ir»e I9?G by the United rations High Ccmtiissioner for ^usfugees 
to persons v'uo now have refuge in ’jrgentinat , 

\ 3. 7.shs the S«cr£tary-2Qneral to request the United totiono Rich 

Conmissioner for Kefugees to t»aho his report to the General hssembly available 
to tJ'.S; CorjTt-ission on iunan hignts in advance of its next session, v;ith any . 
additional infen-Kstion he- I'ay have on developments relating to the matters 
referred to in ti;e present resolution. 



